On the 30th of August, while walking, he trod on a large rusty Hail, and the point of it pierced through the thin boot he had on, and ran into the right foot just at the base of the middle toe. There was little bleeding from the wound.
[April, Art On the conviction, then, that our limit to the use of medicines in some forms of disease is not to be fixed by the boundaries within which they must for safety be restricted in healthy states of the body, the aconite was in this case given in larger quantity daily than has perhaps ever before been tolerated.
One drachm of Fleming's tincture, equal in strength to more than double the quantity of the best pharmacopceal tincture, was taken continuously for three days; and we find that in the course of ten days, three drachms of the pharmacopceal tincture and five drachms of Fleming's tincture were taken without the manifestation of any effect on the system, except the rapid lowering of the pulse from 135, and its steady maintenance at GO in the minute, the patient's natural pulse being from 75 to 80. But from the time when the pulse began to fall, the boy had no convulsion, and there was a progressive diminution of the chronic rigidity. In Mr. Page's case, although the effects of the aconite upon the system were after a time very marked, yet it was seen that very large quantities were tolerated before they were induced. Thus, " on the 15th December, this patient took in eight hours nineteen minims of Fleming's tincture; on the 16tli, thirty-two minims in fourteen hours; on the 17th, twenty-five minims in seven hours; and on the 20th, twenty minims in two hours.
It seems to me that in these cases we must adopt one of two conclusions?either that the patients, as is sometimes the case even in man, were not susceptible of the influence of aconite, or that the energy of the poison was held in check by the disease, which physiologically implies generally that the disease was controlled by the medicine. It is quite contrary to all that is known of the action of aconite, to suppose that the system had in so short a time become tolerant of the poison, nor can the notion be entertained that the medicine was not absorbed. The potency of the tincture employed in the present case was unquestionable; the tip of the finger moistened with it and applied to the tongue, produced at once tingling and numbness, with slight sensation of giddiness.
To determine whether in the present instance there existed any idiosyncrasy which gave the lad immunity from the effects of this agent, some trials were made on him about three weeks after all the symptoms of the disease had disappeared. On the 28th of October, five minims of Fleming's tincture were given and repeated in two hours. No effect followed the first dose. Shortly after the second dose, he complained of headache and pain in the bowels. He went to bed and said he felt chilly, but the skin was found to be hot and moist.
The pulse was quickened. Next morning, lie had a little diarrhoea, and all the disorder disappeared. No satisfactory conclusion was arrived at, for all these symptoms might have arisen from an accidental attack of indigestion. On the 30th, the tincture was given in the same way.
No effect was produced, and he was not conscious that he had taken anything. On November 1st, a trial was again made, with directions that if no effect followed the second dose, a third should be given two hours after it. After the third dose, the symptoms of aconite poisoning were very marked. There is one other point in the treatment of tetanus to which allusion may be made.
It has been generally taught that free action of the bowels should be kept up by means of powerful purgatives. From cases recently reported, indeed, this course does not appear to be now so generally the rule as formerly. My own belief is that excepting as a preliminary step to remove any matters which may be lodging in the bowels at the time of the attack, no benefit attends the practice, and that often harm is done by keeping up irritation in the alimentary canal, when our object should be to ensure as quiescent a state of the whole system as possible. In a case under my care last year, in which the symptoms were very mild, although it terminated fatally after nearly a month's duration, the bowels were allowed to remain quiet for the first nine days, purgative medicine was then given, and a free action of the bowels obtained, but the general symptoms were aggravated, and this was the case whenever the purgatives were used. Great relief is found from the use of enemata, however, especially those with turpentine. In the present case, the bowels were emptied by this means two or three times only during sixteen days.
